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COMING EVENTS

June	
  2014	
  	
  
1	
  June	
  (Sunday)	
  9.30am	
  —	
  Dragon	
  Boat	
  Festival,	
  Short	
  Beach	
  Sandy	
  Bay	
  hosted	
  by	
  Dragon	
  Boat	
  
Tasmania	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  the	
  Chinese	
  Community	
  Association.	
  
6	
  June	
  (Friday)	
  6.30pm	
  —	
  end	
  of	
  season	
  club	
  dinner	
  Beltana	
  Hotel,	
  Lindisfarne.	
  
6	
  June	
  (Friday)	
  submission	
  of	
  Expression	
  of	
  Interest	
  forms	
  for	
  Pan	
  Pacific	
  Masters	
  Games	
  close	
  
18	
  June	
  (Wednesday)	
  —	
  Committee	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
July	
  2014	
  
5	
  July	
  (Saturday)	
  to	
  20	
  July	
  (Monday)	
  inclusive	
  NO	
  PADDLING	
  DUE	
  TO	
  BOAT	
  MAINTENANCE	
  
16	
  July	
  (Wednesday)	
  —	
  Committee	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
August	
  2014	
  
20	
  August	
  (Wednesday)	
  —	
  Committee	
  meeting.	
  
	
  
November	
  2014	
  
8–9	
  November	
  (Saturday	
  and	
  Sunday)	
  —	
  Pan	
  Pacific	
  Masters	
  Games,	
  Lake	
  Orr,	
  Varsity	
  Lakes	
  337	
  
Christine	
  Avenue,	
  Gold	
  Coast	
  Queensland. 	
  
	
  

April	
  2015	
  
13–19	
   April	
   (tentative)—(Monday	
   to	
   Sunday)	
   —	
   AusDBF	
   Australian	
   Championships,	
   Champion	
  
Lakes	
  Regatta	
  Centre,	
  Armadale	
  WA.	
  
	
  
October	
  2015	
  
15th	
  Australian	
  Masters	
  Games,	
  Adelaide.	
  
	
  

PADDLING	
  TIMES—please	
  arrive	
  30	
  minutes	
  before	
  the	
  scheduled	
  starting	
  time	
  
to	
  assist	
  in	
  preparing	
  the	
  boats	
  and	
  equipment	
  

Sunday	
  morning:	
  	
  8.30am.	
  –	
  10.00am.	
  
Tuesday	
  evening:	
  	
  6.30pm.	
  –	
  7.30pm.	
  NO	
  TUESDAY	
  PADDLING	
  DURING	
  JUNE	
  	
  
Wednesday	
  morning:	
  	
  9.30am.	
  –	
  10.30am.	
  
Thursday	
  evening:	
  	
  6.30pm.	
  –	
  7.30pm.	
  	
  
Saturday	
  morning:	
  	
  8.30am.	
  —	
  9.30am.	
  	
  
	
  

FROM THE EDITORS’ DESKS

I

n this issue we again offer a selection of
items from our fast improving club team
from the nationals in Queensland, a new

member’s experience of our club and we travel
to Launceston for the North Esk Dragon Boat
Club’s festival and to the Port Cygnet 150th
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Regatta. We also farewell three of our members,
and wish them luck in their new ventures.
Both Tracy and Jane have recently had knee
operations, and we hope they have a speedy
recovery and are soon back on the water.

We welcome newsletter items anytime.
Leonie M and Anne C.
Deadline dates for contributions:
25 February, 25 May, 25 August, 25 November.

	
  
	
  

BOAT MAINTENANCE AND WINTER BREAK
Our boats require major maintenance, and this is planned to be done between 5 July and 20 July (inclusive), therefore there will be no paddling during this time. Paddling will resume on Tuesday 22
July. However, maintenance does not happen without help, and committee members will be looking
for club members to assist in many ways.

AURORAS’ CAMPAIGN
We have seven Derwent Storms club members doing the fitness testing — the levels of which have
been raised since last year — for selection for the Australian Dragon Boat team the Auroras to
compete in Canada in 2015. It is very exciting for our club that our members are striving to gain a
place in the national team, for which, the first round of testing (done in Hobart), is required to be
completed by 15 June. We wish Alison Mourant, Jan Breen, Jenny Willing, Marilyn Percey, Angie
Turner, Andrew Lovibond and Martin Turner good luck in their quests.

COACHES’ REPORT
Alison Mourant

A

nother season is fast drawing to a close
for Derwent Storms and what a
wonderful season it has been for ALL
members. Both on and off the water - on a social
or competitive level we have once again proved
how much the club has grown.
July saw four members of the club head off to
Hungary to compete in the World Championships - this was a first for Tasmania and it was
topped off by all returning with a swag of
medals.
In October we had a very excited mix of paddlers
head off to Geelong to compete in the Australian
Masters Games - all competitors returning with a
multitude of medals. A sterling effort by all particularly as a number of those paddlers had
never had competition experience.
Then it was February and who can forget Barrington - always a fantastic weekend to get together with all the Tasmanian Dragon Boat com-

munity both competitively and socially. For the
first time we had enough Stormers to enable us to
have two boats racing in some of the events. We
managed to regain the handicap trophy; retained
the 500m State Trophy and the men won the
back to back trophies.
Finally in April 30 competitors and a team manager headed to Lake Kawana Queensland for the
Australian Championships. Although we did not
return with any medals, we can confidently say
that we paddled stronger, harder and faster than
we ever have before and achieved some magnificent results. These results are a true reflection
of the time and effort put into training both on
and off the water. The feedback from the
Nationals crew has indicated that the appointment of a fitness coach was extremely helpful –
giving everyone a focus and helping them along
the way - the weekly challenges were welcomed
and became a good talking point amongst the
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group – often comparing results. The coaching
group will continue to issue challenges – this
time to the whole club for those that would like
to give them a go (just as a healthy challenge - no
results to be returned). Many have recognised
the need to train hard - with a number of people
requesting that we have more sessions and harder
training to take us up to medal contention in the
future. We were pleasantly surprised to learn
that the Senior B 20’s Women’s crew qualified
for the Club Crew World Championships to be
held in Ravenna, Italy early September. Unfortunately due to the very late notice to confirm
and organise a team to compete overseas we
were unable to accept the invitation (this time).
We now have Club Crew qualifications on the
radar for future Nationals campaigns - with our
aim to qualify. Many of the teams going to Italy
qualified last year so have had the time to make
their plans. So in future - our aim is to have at
least one team (or more) qualify. The next one is
in 2016 and will be held in Adelaide.
It is really pleasing to see lots of new faces on
Saturdays for our Come and Try sessions - even
though the weather hasn’t been terribly kind to
us recently on Saturdays when we have gone out
we have had some great sessions for both old and
new paddlers. We encourage new members to
not restrict themselves to just Saturday sessions come along to other sessions and see what it is
like to paddle at a different level.
No sooner do we talk about the end of one
season but we start talking about what is coming
up in the next season. Pan Pacs is in November Expressions of Interest have been sent out to
ALL members - please return EOIs by Friday 6
June so we can see if we have enough interest to
be able to enter team/s this year. No further
plans can be made until we have an idea of
numbers interested.

This year the categories are:
Masters	
   A	
   (40+) 20’s	
   Standard	
   boats	
   only	
   for	
  
Women,	
  Open	
  and	
  Mixed	
  crews
Masters	
   B	
   (50+)	
   20’s	
   Standard	
   boats	
   only	
   for	
  
Women,	
  Open	
  and	
  Mixed	
  crews	
  
	
  
Great	
  Grand	
  Dragons	
  (60+)	
  10’s	
  small	
  boats	
  only	
  
for	
  MIXED	
  CREWS	
  ONLY	
  
	
  
These constraints may affect what we are able to
enter. If you have any questions about Pan Pacs
please ask any of the coaching group or contact
me.
Congratulations Kathy Evans and Martin Turner
– they have completed a swag of work and submitted all their coaching plans and criteria to the
DBTas Coaching assessor to gain their final
Coaching Accreditation. I am sure you will all
agree that they continue to offer a great range of
training sessions for all level of paddlers.
Finally a reminder that during June we will be
dropping the Tuesday night training session (the
only night training will be on Thursdays in June
only) - then from 5th to 20th July (inclusive) we
will have a break - not just for us - but for some
TLC for the boats - we will be carrying out much
needed maintenance. We will require some
assistance during this time to carry out all sorts
of tasks to get the boats up and ready for the new
season.
Our Annual training plan has been completed
ready for the Coaching group to embark on
another exciting Dragon Boat season for Derwent Storms. On behalf of the coaching group I
would like to thank you all for your continued
support and hope that we can continue to build
our club on all levels.

-------------------------------------------------------------

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following members who have joined since November 2013, and hope you enjoy
your membership of our club
Martin O’Dea, Midway Point.
Peter Bruck, Howrah.
Margaret Fournier, Oakdowns.
Gerwyn Wright, Geilston Bay.
Sonya Priest- Cazaley, Lindisfarne.

Annette Wilson, Mornington
Judelle Burrows, Sandy Bay.
Vicki Flukes, Lindisfarne.
Andrea Price, Howrah.	
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THE HOWS AND WHY OF BECOMING A DERWENT STORMER
Gerwyn Wright

A

s a relatively new member of the Derwent Storms, I have been asked to
contribute an article for the Drum,
reflecting on my decision to join the club and my
experiences as a new member.
Late last year I relocated from the north-west
coast to Hobart and took some time to enjoy the
summer and explore this wonderful city that I
now call home.
It was at the Seafarers Festival in Bellerive that I
wandered past the bright green and black flags of
the club's promotional stand. I don't recall who
was handing out the flyers that day, but the ladies
behind the counter looked to be having fun and
were doing a good job of spruiking the attributes
of the club. I took a flyer and made the decision
to give it a go, one free session then three for
$30, nothing to lose and no serious commitment
if at the end of that time if I felt it was not for
me. I had a sneaking suspicion that I was going
to enjoy the experience and of course that proved
to be correct.
First time anything is a little daunting; am I
wearing suitable clothing, what do I do with my
car keys, how do I find the person I am supposed
to speak to?
I would like to say that in comparison to some
other similar first time experiences, the Derwent
Storms have a system in place that works. On
my first day there were two other beginners,
someone was watching out for us, we were made
welcome, fitted with a paddle and a life jacket

and then given a demonstration by Kathy. We
were introduced to the other paddlers and again
made welcome.
So why did I decide to become a member of the
club? To begin with, the feeling of welcome and
inclusion has remained. It is great to be learning
something new, and I do try to put into practice
the teachings of our very dedicated and experienced coaches. And yes, there is some competitive streak within me that really enjoys the
moment when there are two boats on the water,
something that I realise is common to all the
Stormers. I enjoy the camaraderie of the more
social Wednesday paddle and of course the
coffee afterwards. It was fun to be a part of the
catering team for the four bridges marathon and
to help out on the corporate day, the satisfaction
that comes from being part of an efficient and
well organised team.
In recent times I have purchased a home in
Geilston Bay and been successful in acquiring
part time employment (yes, there still are some
jobs for the over 50s). Fortunately, I have been
able to negotiate a later start time on a Saturday,
so I can still get in a morning paddle.
Thank you one and all for your friendship and
encouragement. I will continue to wear the L
plates for some considerable time, but I look
forward to many more adventures with the
Derwent Storms.
	
  

-------------------------------------------------------------------

NORTH ESK DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL
Jenny Smith
	
  

O

n 22 March members of Derwent Storms
journeyed north to participate in the
Dragons on the Esk Dragon Boat
Festival. This inaugural event was hosted by
North Esk Dragon Boat Club and included club
races, a corporate competition between Fire
Brigade and Police teams, a ‘pink’ race, Taiko
drumming and dancing dragons.
The ten Derwent Storms paddlers combined with
the paddlers from Deloraine to form the Deloraine/Storms and what a mighty combination it

was. We raced victoriously against Moco, who
attended in force, and the home side North Esk.
Derwent Storms members also had the
opportunity to assist in the corporate event with
Lyn Gough sweeping and Joan Lang and Melissa
Harvey stroking for the Police team as illustrated
in the Examiner the next day.
Paddling on the Esk was very different to paddling on the Derwent. The course was quite
narrow and the finish line was between the banks
at the North Esk rowing club and the Sea Port
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dock with spectators on both sides close enough
to splash as we raced past.
We finished up with dinner and presentations at
the very swish Boathouse.

The festival was very successful and enjoyable
with everybody saying how keen they were to
come back next year. It was well organised by
Kelly Broomhall and her team and they even
arranged good weather.

	
  
Photo: Examiner Wednesday 26 March 2014

RACING ON THE ESK
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PORT CYGNET 150TH REGATTA
Anne Carey

T

he Port Cygnet Sailing Club played host
to their 150th Regatta on the long weekend
in March.
Dragon Boat clubs from
Hobart were invited to be a focal part of this
milestone event. The clubs were asked to showcase the dragon boats in full dress and to demonstrate the skills and synchronizations it takes to
be a paddler.
The success of any Dragon Boat meet is in the
lap of the Gods and is really dependent upon the
weather conditions that prevail on the day. This
day the weather was glorious, the bay at Port
Cygnet glistening in the sunshine, all types of
boats wending their way around the calm waters
and inviting us to join the array.
We enthusiastically launched our three dragon
boats, Annette Wilson probably a bit too enthusiastic and took an early morning dive ……
Once on the water we were directed to our set
course to take part in our part of the day’s
program. Odd probably that we were paddling
north to south and cutting across all other boat
traffic that was travelling east to west. It was
indeed an obstacle course, but nonetheless we
were able to display our skills to the onshore
audience. The sweeps were able to brush up on
their training in real racing conditions and Lyn
Gough's voice could be heard reverberating
around the bay “Stop the Boat”. It gave Jen’s
crew the opportunity to win yet another race.
This particular Regatta was good for the soul, the
trip down the Huon Valley always delightful, and
made even more so on this occasion by the
	
  

prominence of apples hanging from the trees,
wineries open for front door sales with honesty
boxes dotted along the roadside for the purchase
of fresh fruit
Apart from all this, thousands of people had
flocked to the Huon Valley for the Taste of The
Huon and there were a sound number of people
in attendance both on shore and on the water at
Cygnet.
Paddlers had the option to paddle, eat and then
engage in other activities before returning to the
city. Some dined out in Cygnet, some dined out
at the Taste and others swam in the protected
beaches along the Channel.
Cygnet is a town well-known for its sporting
prowess, with names like Synnott, Direen,
Gordon, Polly, Cockerill, Doran and Marchant
coming to mind. The Dragon Boat display
would undoubtedly register in the minds of the
onlookers and it would not be surprising to see a
handful of people willing to put up their hands to
form a club in this neck of the woods.
It is vital for the proliferation of dragon boating
in Tasmania that we avail ourselves of the opportunity to present at local meets when given the
opportunity.
After all, Port Cygnet is one of the homes of boat
building in Tasmania and their population has an
affinity with the water.
.

FOR SALE
2	
  silver	
  polo	
  shirts	
  ladies	
  size	
  16,	
  $20	
  each	
  (souvenir	
  4	
  Bridges	
  paddle	
  shirts)	
  
	
  
Please	
  contact	
  Anne	
  Carey	
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FAREWELL DARRYL
Joan Lang

W

ednesday paddling is going from
strength to strength with two boats out
most weeks since the beginning of
summer. We have members from all three
Hobart clubs attending, some regularly and
others when they can, and all enjoying the opportunity for a midweek paddle. Numbers usually
drop off a little during winter as so many people
fly away to sunnier climes.

Darryl Massie has been a keen Wednesday
paddler, but he has taken the idea of flying north
for winter to extremes, and is migrating to Darwin for two years. In honour of his last paddle
with us, which, we hope, is only for a short
while, we skipped Banjo’s on Wednesday 14
May and had a morning tea in the park. Farewell
Darryl, enjoy your time up north and do
remember to come and paddle with Derwent
Storms whenever you visit Tassie.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
Reflections on the 2014 Nationals from two ‘Nationals Virgins’
Jenny Willing

T

he Club’s fantastic results at the recent
Australian National Championships have
been well documented in Ali’s report, and also in
emails to the members on the squad’s return to
Tasmania, so there is no need for me to repeat
them here. Instead, I asked two of our Nationals

first-timers to write about their experience. Here
are the thoughts of Helen Russell and Annette
Wilson, from selection to State v State Grand
Final. I’m sure all the Stormers will enjoy
reading these entertaining accounts, written with
such wit and enthusiasm.
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A NEWBIES LITTLE REPORT FROM THE 2014 NATIONALS AT LAKE KAWANA
Helen Russell.
AWESOME!!!! AWESOME!!!!
AWESOME!!!!!
I was so organized and so looking forward to the
Nationals I even beat Pamela Hunt to the airport.
Hey, the plane trip, bus hire, accommodation
excellent!!!!!! ROOMIES fantastic!!!!
The Venue — Kawana Lakes, Caloundra
superb!!!! The weather - sunshine, sunshine and
more sunshine!!!!! And us DERWENT
STORMS, us DERWENT STORMS, WE
ROCK!!!!!!!!!
What a fantastic experience from my very first
warm up session to my very last one. The
butterflies and nerves certainly didn’t improve.
The “I want to pee feeling” didn’t leave me.
However, once in the boat and heading to the
start line, ‘Heads In The Boat and Focus’ CAME
EASY. AFTER MONTHS OF HARD TRAINING I WAS living the moment. MONGREL
mongrel. I was breathing FIRE!!!!!!!
I HAVE NEVER PADDLED SO FAST, so
FURIOUS, so POWERFULLY. The adrenalin
kicks in and strength and determination wins
over. ABSOLUTELY AMAZING … WINNERS
we were. The bestest times we achieved, the
proudest team FOR SURE. I shared moments
cheering, screaming, jumping on the sideline
applauding, saluting each and every person from
our DERWENT STORMS TEAMS
THE STATE TEAM— just to be a part of our
Tassie team—AMAZING. So pleased to be
given the opportunity to race State versus State.
To make it to the Grand Final— INCREDIBLE.
I was cheering so loudly I even had Western
Australia cheering with me. WE MADE IT TO
THE GRAND FINAL. YAHOO!!!!!!! OHHH
WHAT A FEELING!!!!!!!!!!!!!COME ON Perth
2015!!!!!!!!!!!

And from Annette Wilson:

A

s I sit here wondering what to write about
the Derwent Storms Nationals Campaign
for 2014, it seems so long ago. All the build-up,
all the excitement, all the hard training
(sometimes in the pitch black dark on a Friday
morning when everyone else is asleep) and those
few days away just seem to pass by with the
blink of an eye! What a great few days though!
As a Nationals Virgin, I wasn’t sure what to
expect, but it went way beyond my expectations.
What a fantastic week!
We arrived in Caloundra on the Monday and
settled in to our various accommodations. The
rooms were great, although ours was nothing
compared to Cloudy and Steve’s almost
penthouse suite on the top floor. They had their
very own spa on a spacious deck which ended up
being where we ended our Nationals Campaign
with a great team get together!
The weather was fairly ordinary to say the least
when we first arrived, and for our Tuesday
training session on the water, the conditions were
a bit like our River Derwent on a windy day.
“Piece of cake for us” we said. “We’re used to
these conditions,” we said. And it was, when we
trained in a brand new Champion 20s boat, but
quite a different story sitting in a little 10s boat.
Cute but dangerous! By the end of the day’s
training session, two 10s boats had tipped over.
Not ours though! Phew!
Wednesday morning dawned and the weather
conditions were perfect and remained that way
for the rest of the week. The paddling was great –
we improved after every race and the feeling
amongst the paddlers was very positive! We
raced 200 metres on Wednesday and 500 metres
on Thursday but the highlight for me was the
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Friday. First we had the State v State Racing in
the morning – what a buzz to turn around after
our Grand Final race to see a boat almost a boat
length behind us! In the afternoon it was the 2
kilometer racing and the icing on the cake was
the Senior B Women’s race. We had 19 women
in the boat and it felt like we paddled as one!
After three days of racing we finished that race
so strongly - and none of the other female crews
were able to catch us! What a race! What a team!
The off water highlights were numerous, but a
couple that come to mind are: Driving around in the Silver Ghost: Who would
have thought an old Magna could leave those
hire vans for dead. Fun with fines police and
moles: What great moles you girls are/were, even
though one of you did get a fine for saying that
Tony didn’t have a moustache! The team get
together at Cloudy and Steve’s almost penthouse
suite: Sorry Jen about all the noise. We tried to
whisper, we really did and the lift took hours to

come and collect us, didn’t it Donna, Lyn and
Robyn? What happened that night outside the
lift - stays outside the lift! High tea at
Daviepops’ apartment with a great view of
Caloundra: An afternoon sipping champagne
and munching on Stephen’s freshly made ginger
scones, made with real Buderim Ginger. Do I
dare mention that he got the recipe from the
Jetstar sick bag? Who in their right mind puts a
recipe on a sick bag??
On a more serious note, a big hoorah to all the
coaches – Ali, Donna, Jen, Kathy and Martin for
all the hard work in the lead up to the Nationals
Campaign. You guys certainly put us through our
paces and didn’t it pay off! We showed that we
are able to mix it up with the best of them. All I
can say is, bring on next year!
Thanks Derwent Storms fellow paddlers for the
ride.

---------------------------------

VAL AND TONY HARRIS’S VENTURE
Anne Carey

V

al and Tony Harris will be leaving
Tasmania on 15 July 2014 to make their
home in Brisbane (at least for the next
two years). The relocation to Brisbane has been
in the planning stage for quite some time, and it
is lovely to see their plans coming to fruition.
They will reside at Ashgrove for a short period of
time while they explore the housing market in
Brisbane — one must be in the city to look at the
many possibilities and localities where one elects
to live. Of course for Val and Tony the main
criteria are that they reside where it is accessible
to the Manly Dragon Boat Club which they have
researched and decided to take up membership
with.
Manly is a beautiful bayside suburb about 20
kilometers south-east of Brisbane, and it has one
of the best marinas in Queensland if not Australia. Weekend escapes to this bayside area and
to the surrounding markets on the adjacent
esplanade are a must for Brisbane people. Hundreds of people throng there each weekend.
From the bayside suburb of Manly you can look
across at Stradbroke and Moreton Islands as you
walk the miles of walking track along their

beautiful esplanade. This area is synonymous
with outdoor living with runners, walkers,
boaters, swimmers and children playing.
Tony and Val will be sorely missed by Derwent
Storms, as their input into the club has been
enormous, both operationally and administratively.
Tony — as you know, is a paramedic — and has
devoted much time bringing our risk management policy into line with the recommendations
of AusDBF. He led the way for men’s entry to
the club, he has represented the state as a paddler, he sweeps for club training and meets, and
also tows our boats.
Val has served on the committee, has been
instrumental in formulating policy particularly
around risk management, has been a State
paddler, a team manager at the Nationals and
also towed the boats. Val is well respected by
her peers as a quiet achiever.
Val and Tony are community leaders and Tasmania will be the poorer for their decision to
move interstate. However, it is an exciting time
for them during this transition phase, and we do
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know that we will catch up with them along the
way.
Derwent Storms sincerely thank you Val and
Tony for your exceptional support of our club.
If club members are in Queensland, catch the duo
at Manly for a paddle. You cannot but enjoy

their company and the ambience of this
panoramic area. Plenty of good eateries at hand
as well.
Adieus and Good luck – See you in two years!!

“TIME OUT” FOR VAL AND TONY AT LAKE BARRINGTON 8 FEBRUARY 2014
Photo: Di Scarlett

A GLIMPSE AT THE PAST—2010
State and club teams for Australian Championships West Lakes Adelaide 21–26 April 2010.
On 20 April 2010 twenty-four paddlers travelled to Adelaide to represent Tasmania in the Australian
Championships in masters’ events over 500m. This was the first time the State was represented at
these titles, and all team members were made very welcome by other paddlers and officials. A club
team of the same paddlers also competed on the club versus club days over 200m, 500m and 2,000m.
Team Manager: Alison LeBis. Paddlers: Barb Gardam; Margaret Smith; Kalinda Beamish; Liz
Gillian; Leonie Mickleborough; Mellissa Harvey; Val Harris; Belinda Kendall-White; Alison
Mourant; Denise Joss; Jenny Willing; Robyn Hills; Janice Fleming; Helen Moore; Sally Chapman;
Carol Briscoe; Lisa Reid; Jan Breen and Hannah Joss (drummer), with Lyn Gough (sweep), Donna
Fittock and Penny Zucchi from Dragons Abreast Hobart and Sally Newlands from Devonport also
members of both teams.
Team members stayed at the Hotel Grand Chancellor, 65 Hindley Street, Adelaide.
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